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Chemical Lane/Monsanto


The Chemical Lane/Monsanto East Side property, located at Horizon Way Everett, MA along the Mystic River, has a history of over 125 years of ownership by chemical companies but now finds itself in the hands of a private owner. Through existing research and work done around this site, it is clear that large quantities of toxic chemicals were produced, stored, and unsafely disposed onsite by a variety of operators over long periods of with no regard for environmental protection. Furthermore, since an old deed restriction limiting the site’s use to industrial purposes was removed before the current owner acquired the land, a thorough site assessment has not been performed to determine the true extent of contamination.


With further analysis from the Licensed Site Professional (LSP) reports the soil, sediments, and groundwater were all contaminated throughout the ownership of all the owners. High concentrations of Arsenic and Lead were found at multiple locations on the site, as evidenced by soil core samples.  Metals and compounds were also in elevated concentrations at times especially in the Southwestern portion of the lot. This is a cause for concern because any one of the previous owners should have performed a thorough investigation or All Appropriate Inquiries (AAI)’s at some time before selling the property to avoid liability if the land or site is contaminated. Further research into contamination oversight also begs the question of what threshold allowable concentrations follow. How thorough must the physical testing process be to ensure there are not pockets of intense contamination and that the threat of release is not an imminent danger? 

This research project focuses on these types of questions as one angle to this complex brownfield site. There are still unknown factors that must be considered like why the East Side didn’t make Mass DEP’s Land to be Investigated (LTBI) in 1993, when the adjacent MBTA site brought under this oversight after a hydraulic oil spill in 1987. An important goal to be attained for this property is that a complete and scientifically sound investigation is done for the sediments, soil, subsurface, and groundwater. Proper checkups are done yearly, threat of release or contaminated soils are removed solidifying that important ecological concerns are appropriately addressed. This will then allow the a proper use to be safely chosen for this land benefitting the owner, private developers, city of Everett, and the environment. This report examines the uses of the property by the different owners to disseminate whether or not the currently desired use of the land is appropriate, what party may be liable for cleanup costs (if applicable), and an analysis of the historical assessment of site contamination. These issues and concerns are being addressed and analyzed through a lens of greater Environmental Justice and Public Health concerns in the region. Efforts and collaborations have been arranged with EPA, CLF, DEP, Everett Police Department, City Hall Everett, and many other experts.

Group Project Outline
Intro:


-History of land use


- Deed transaction, History of ownership

Body:


- Applicable Laws, regulations, and restrictions

· Changing policy framework
· Due diligence?
· Environmental standards followed, proper steps taken
· Organizational and Governmental involvement:
· Role of DEP
· MyRWA
· EPA
· CLF
· Municipal Gov’t
· Current standing and quality of the site, its future potential
· What plans, dreams does the owner have?
· EJ aspect
Conclusion- Solution for the site, many issues and questions laid to rest

· Win-win solution for developer and the city of Everett like previous 2 brownfields in Everett
· Legal proceedings or action (if applicable)

